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& Yo je Think it my Duty, not only to of - 
fer my daily Prayers to God for 
„your Salvation, but alſo, accord- 
ing to my Abihties, to direct you in the Paths 
that lead to it. I look upon you as a part 
of Chriſt's Flock committed to wy Charge, 
and for whom I muſt render an Account to 
my great Maſter, and I pray God, I may be 
able to do it with Joy both to my Self and 
You. They who have attended the Publick 
Worſhip in my Pariſh- Church have not, I 
hope, wanted any proper Means of Inſtructi- 
on;but you having withdrawn your ſelves from 
that Aſſembly, I make Choice of this way of 
addreſſing you, and beg leave to ſet before 
A. 2 you, 
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FS A Perſuaſe ve to Conformity, 


you, with all Meekneſs, ſome Conſiderati- 
ons which F think very nearly e concern * | 
Souls. | 

That Concord and Union among Chriſtians 
is a Goſpel- Duty, no one can doubt, who is 
in the leaſt Degree eonverſant in the Holy 
Writings. Whether you have comply'd with 
this Duty or not will beſt appear to you, by 
conſidering what Union the Scriptures require 
from us, and by what Methods we are'ob- 
liged to ente it. And 


V. It is agreed, that ths Proceal of the 
Goſpel require an Union of Love and. Chari- 
ty among its Diſciples, a Tenderneſs of Aﬀec-. 
tion, a Readineſs to perform all Offices of Hu- 
manity and Benevolence towards each other. 
In ſhort, to be ſtudious of the Peace and In- 
tereſts of our Brethren, and do all in our 
Power to promote them. But 


II. A more ſpecial Union 1s enjoined us as 
Chriſtians, that we have one Faith, one Bap- 
tiſm, Eph. iv. c, 6. acknowledge and worſhip 
one God and Father of all, and one Mediator 
bre * Feſus, 1 Tim. il. 5. Brethren, I hope 

that 
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that in theſe Points there is no Difference be- 
tween us; that you worſhip the ſame God, 
truſt in the ſame Redeemer, acknowledge the 
ſame Sacraments, and profeſs the ſame Creed 
or Articles that we do. But | 


III. There is {till a farther Union "quite 
from us, a Communication with each other 
in the outward Offices and Ordinances of the 
Chriſtian Religion. As this is the Point in 
which it is our Unhappineſs to be divided, I 


beg leave to offer it more particularly to your 
Attention, 


Now your Obligation to this Union might 


appear to you, conſidered only as the moſt 
effectual Means to cultivate that Love and 
Charity which the Goſpel in general requires 
among Chriſtians; and I may add the Peace 
and Happineſs of the Civil Society to which 
we belong, for the Promotion of theſe is alſo 
an unqueſtionable Duty of our Religion. 
How fatal a Tendency Diviſions in Religion 
have to alienate Mens Hearts from each o- 
ther, how naturally they produce Strife and 
Variance, | how much they put it in the 
37. .- - -. & 
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6 4 n ve o Conformity 
8 Ab of ambitious Men to divide us into fe- 
cular Factions and Parties 1 how deſtructive 
they are of publick Peace and private Chari- 
ty, needs no other Proof than our own and 
our Fathers Experience. And conſequently 
being united in religious Communion is, in 
the ſame Proportion, an effectual Means to 
prevent and cure theſe Evils, and to promote 
that Love and Charity, that Peace and Hap- 
pineſs which they deſtroy. If then it be our 
Duty by all lawful Means to promote theſe 
good Ends, it is our Duty, fo far as lawful- 
ly we may, to be united in religious Com- 
munion, as a Means the moſt conducive to 
them. This Argument therefore will in- 
fer our Obligation to be joined in religious 
Communion, / it be poſſible and as far as lies in 
zs; and doubtleſs the Divine Wiſdom had 
theſe happy Effects in View, when he com- 
manded it; but the Duty obliges not only as 
a Means to produce theſe good Effects, but 
alſo in Virtue of the ſpecial Command. 

In what Acts this religions Communion 
conſiſts, we may collect from Scripture. Of 
the firſt Converts to the Chriſtian Church we 
read that --- they continued ftedfaft in the A. 


Poſtles 
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poſtles Doctrine and Fellny ip, and in Wh 
ing of Bread, and in Prayer, Act. ii. 42. i. e. 
They continued firm and undivided in the 
Belief and Profeſſion of that Doctrine which 
the Apoſtles taught, united in one Fellouſbip, 
Society, or Church over which they preſided, 
and teſtified this Union by communicating 
with them and each other in Prayer, and re- 
ceiving together the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper ; that great Symbol of Chriſtian Fel- 
lowſhip, by which, as the Apoſtle tells us, ue 
being many are one Bread, and one Body ; for 
we are all Partakers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. 
X. 17, What was the Duty of thoſe firſt 
Chriſtians, remains a Duty to all Chriſtians 
unto the End of the World. All Chriſtians 
are as much obliged as they were to be unit- 
ed in the fame Fellowſhip or Society, under 
Perſons ſucceeding to the Apoſtles in the Mi- 
niſtry and Overſight of the Church, and to 
communicate in Worſhip and other publick . 
Ordinances of Religion. For all After-con- 
verſions made but an Acceſſion to that firſt So- 
ciety of Chriſtians, which continued ſtill one 
Catholick Apoſtolick Church, one Body, tho' 
en la rged and extended over the whole Earth. 


But 
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: Alt the Ends of Worſhip and Government 
made it neceſſary, that this Catholick Society 
ſo extended ſhould be ſubdivided into many 
leſſer Societies or particular Churches. 

Now, ſetting aſide all Queſtions relating 
to the primary Diviſions and Sub-diviſions of 
the Catholick Church, the Subordination of 
the Parts, and the Laws and Terms of Ca- 
tholick Union between them, as Points which 
do not appear to concern your Caſe, I pre- 
ſume it will not be denied, 

That tis the Duty of all Chriſtians to be 
united in Church-Fellowſhip; and the Nature 
of the thing points out to us, as the moſt 
practicable Method of complying with this 
Duty, that ſo many Chriſtians as by the Vi- 
cinity of their Habitation may conveniently 
meet together in the ſame Aſſembly, ſhould 
be joined in one Congregation or Church, and 
communicate with each other in -breaking 
of Bread and in Prayer, hearing the Word. 
That ſeveral of theſe Congregations may be 
combined together, ſo as to make one lar- 
ger Society or Church, appears from thoſe 
Scriptures where we read of the Church of 
Feruſalem, of Corinth, of Epheſus, of Antioch, 
Per- 
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Pergamus, Thyatira, &c. For it is not to be 


conceived that the whole Multitude of Beliey- 
ers in thoſe Cities could meet together in one 


Aſſembly ; eſpecially in that Age when they 
had no publick Temples or Places capable of 


receiving any great Numbers; and when they 

were forced to meet as it were by Stealth for 

Fear of the Perſecutor. | 9 8 
Many of theſe Cities were very populous 5. 


and we have an account of large Converſions | 
made in ſome of them, and ſeveral - Paſtors 


placed over thoſe Converſion s, Which would 


have been unneceſſary if they had made but 


one ſingle Congregation, From hence then 
we may conclude, that there were in theſe 
Cities ſeveral Congregations, and yet they are 
ſpoken of together as one Church. From this 
primitive Pattern we derive our preſent Con- 
ſtitution of Parochial and Dioceſan Churches; 
and by aCombination ofall DioceſanChurches, 
within the fame Region or Civil Dominion, 
18 form'd what we call a National Church. 
Now, whatever may be objected to the 
Largeneſs of ſome of our Dioceſes, or what- 
ever other Inconveniencies of this kind may 
appear to you in our Conſtitution, I think 
* B A 
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my ſelf at preſent concern d only to ſhew, 

that ſuch Aſſociations or Combinations of 

Churches are lawful. Suppoſe then that the 
* firſt Churches in any City and adjacent Parts 

were diſtinct Congregations, ſeparate and 

wholly independent on each other ; the Wit 
of Man cannot deviſe a more effectual Means 
to preſerve Amity and Cor cord between Con- 
gregations, which muſt have a frequent In- 
tercourſe with each other, than for them to 
agree together in one common Aſſociation 
and Confederacy : and fo far as they thus 
agree together and are confederated, they 
become one Society. So that if no Example 
of Scripture had juſtified fuch Aſſociations 
of Churches, the Nature of the thing, and 
the Obligation of thoſe general Duties of U- 
nion and Concord among Chriſtian Churches, 
had render'd them lawful, as the moſt ef- 
ſectual Means to theſe Ends: and whatever 
lawful Terms of Union ar Confederacy ſuch 
Congegations had agreed in, every Member 
of each had been bound to obſerve. - 

But beſides this Argument from the Reaſon 
of the thing, we have, as I obſerved, the 
| Example and Authority of primitive Inſtitu- 

| = tion: 


Attdref *. 20 the Diſſenters. Ir 


tion: and ſince the particular sds diet of 
ſuch Aſſociations are not any where defined 
and limited in Scripture, it muſt be left to 
the Diſcretion of the Churches concerned to 
aſſign them ſuch Limits, as may beſt pro- 
mote thoſe great Ends of Union and Con- 
cord, ſo far as external Circumſtances will 
permit. And doubtleſs an Aſſociation of all 
Churches wihin the ſame civil Dominion has 
a moſt apparent Tendency to promote thoſe 
good Ends; and was therefore practiſed; ſo 
far as the Circumſtances of the Church would 
admit, before any civil State, became Chrir 
ſtian, and as ſoon as the Nations of the 
World received Chriſtianity, the Boundaries 
of their civil Diſtricts were profeſſedly made 
the Rule of ſuch eccleſiaſtical Aſſociations, as 


the moſt effectual Proviſion for both Chriſtian 
and Civil Peace and Order. Such national 


Combinations of Churches muſt therefore ap- 
pear ſo far; neceſſary, as the moſt effectual 
Means for obtaining an End, confeſſed to be 
neceſſary, are themſelves neceſſary: But tis 
ſufficient to my preſent Purpoſe if they are 
lawful: and ſuch they muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, unleſs it can be ſhewn either that they 
B 2 
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are in general forbidden by ſome Law of God, 


or, in particular, that the Aſſociation we are 
required to join in, exacts from us ſome Con- 


ditions of Union which cannot conſiſt wit 


our Obedience to God. In general, I pre- 
ſume, you will not deny the Lawfulneſs of 


them, or refuſe to ſpeak of the Church of 


Scotland or the Church of Geneva as one 
Church, tho' conſiſting of many united Con- 
gregations. And if to our particular Conſti- 
tution any unlawful Terms of Union are ob- 
Jedted, whenever "they are produced they will 
require a diſtin& Conſideration. But ſuppoſ- 
ed Inconveniences cannot be a good Reaſon 
againſt Submiſſion to it, becauſe that cannot be 
a good Reaſon againſt any one Conſtitution, 
Which, if allowed, would be a good Reaſon 
againſt all. Now there never was, nor ever 
will be, any ſuch Aſſociation enter'd into, or 
any Conſtitution form'd upon it, wholly free 
from Objections of this Kind. It can never 
be expected, that Men ſhould univerſally a- 
gree in Judgment, concerning the Convenien- 
ces or Inconveniences, of ſome parts at leaſt, 
in any publick Conſtitution : and common 
Reaſon directs, that in things of prudential 

Con- 
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Conſideration, ſuch as theſe are, the minor 
Part in every Society ſhould be conluded by 
the Judgment of the major, or, which is all 
one, by that Authority which is intruſted to 
act for the whole, in whatever Hands that 
Authority is placed. A Submiſſion in Que- 
ſtions of this kind the Nature of the thing 
implies in the Stipulations of every Mem- 
ber of every Society, as ſuch; and it is as ne- 
ceſſary to the Subſiſtence of the Church of 


Geneva, as a Society, as to to the Subliſtence 
of the Church of England. 


And fince no Society great or ſmall can 
ſubſiſt, or even be conceiy'd, without a Di- 
ſtinction of ſome Perſons from others by Or- 
der and Office, and muſt be#compoſed of 
Governors and Governed ; all Churches or 
Combinations of Churches being confeſſedly 
Societies, this Diſtinction muſt be admitted 
in them. Accordingly we read that St. 
Paul and Barnabas ordained Elders in every 
City, Acts xiv. 23. where they had made 
Converſions, and committed to them the 
Overſight of the Flock. Tit. i. 5. Titus is in- 
ſtructed to do the ſame in Crete, and T7 anal 
in Epheſus, 1 Tim. v. 22. compared with. 2. 


of 
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| Of theſe Su periors in the Church ſome are 
ſaid to rule well, and to be therefore worthy 
of double Honour, 1 Tim. v. 17. and to theſe 


Kulers in general t their Inferiors are command- 


ed to ſubmit themſebves, and be obedient, as to 
Perſons'who watched for their Souls, and muſt 
give an account to God, Heb. xiii. 17. Indeed 
without a Submiſſion to their Authority with- 
in its proper Limits, their Appointment would 
be to no manner of Purpoſe, nor in the leaſt 
degree promote that Order and Union it was 
intended to preſerve, 

Under what Diſtinction of Orders, or in 
what ſpecial Officers, or in what Subordina- 
tion of one to another this Authority ſhould 
be placed, and the Adminiſtrations of it ad- 
juſted, in any Churches or Aſſociations of 
Churches, whether the ſupreme Direction 
ſhould be left to all Preſbyters in com- 
mon, or whether to them ſubordinately, and 
under the Superintendence and Overſight of 
one Perſon within certain Diſtricts, I think 
you not concerned to enquire, any farther 
than whether one or the other Form of Poli- 
ty be unlawful, For my own part, I am 
verily perſuaded that the Plea of original In- 
42 ſtitution 
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ſtitution is deciſive for Epiſcopacy; ; but I will 
ſuppoſe, for the preſent, this Plea to be equal 
on both ſides; and contend only that the E> _ 
piſcopal Form is lawful. And I hope a 
Form of Polity under which all Chriſtian 
Churches throughout the World ſubfiſted for 
almoſt 1 500 Years, will not be condemned 
as in its ſelf unlawful. As to our own EpiC- 
copacy, it has had the Approbation of all fo- 
reign Churches of the Reformation, and even 
of Geneva it ſelf. If then the Epiſcopal Form 
be acknowledged /awfil, all that can remain 
in Queſtion about it is, whether it be more 
convenient or inconvenient than the other, But 
Queſtions of this kind (as I have obſerved) 
muſt in the Nature of the thing be decided by 
publick Reſolutions. If therefore the major 
part of the Churches aſſociating reſolve on 
Epiſcopacy as the moſt convenient Form, the 
minor and diſſentient part muſt ſubmit to it, 
or elſe the Aſſociation is at an End; neither 
is it poſſible for any Union to be formed, ei- 
ther upon the Scheme of Epiſcopacy or Preſ- 
bytery, without admitting theſe Principles. 
I obſerve only farther, that, by ſuch Agree- 
ment of the whole, not only each Church, 
„%% but 
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but every Member of each Church ſo aſſo- 


ciated, is concluded; and whoever is after- 
Wards admitted into any of thoſe Churches, 
s admitted under the Terms of ſuchAſſociation, 
and, as a Member of that Church, is obliged to 
conform to them in the Duties of his Station. 
From what has been ſaid we may pretty 
well collect the Sum of that religious and ſo- 
cial Union, that Communion of Saints which 
the Precepts of the Goſpel enjoin, and the 
_ Conſtitution of every Chriſtian Church, as a 
Society, requires between the Members of it. 
I. All Combinations of Churches, whether 
Dioceſan or National, are bound as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body to obſerve ſome com- 
mon Laws of Chriſtian Confederacy; to pro- 
feſs the ſame Rule of Faith, acknowledge each 
other's Adminiſtrations, be diſpoſed mutual- 
ly to communicate in Worſhip, and, in or- 
der to that, agree in the ſame general Terms 
of Communion, and ſubmit to ſuch Rules of 
Peace and Order as are eſtabliſhed by the joint 
Conſent and Authority of the whole Body. 
2. This Communion of Saints implies, that 
all the Members of each particular Church 
or Congregation ſhould therein communicate 
with each other in Worſhip, and other Or- 
dinances 
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dinances of Chriſtian Religion, under the 
Rules agreed on by the general Aſſociation in 
which they are incorporated; and, according 
to their Stations, pay all due Submiſſion to the 


Authority of thoſe who, in the eſtabliſhed 
Subordinations of Power, preſide over it: for 
without this it is impoſſible that any ſocial 
Union ſhould be preſerved, 
| Now, if ſuch Union as has been deleribed, 
be, to Chriſtians in ſuch Circumſtances, a 
Duty founded on plain Precepts of the Goſpel, 
a Breach of this Union, where it can be pre- 
ſerved, muſt be a Sin : which Sin has ob- 
tained the Name of Schiſin, or Divifpon. If 
two or more particular Churches ſet up diffe- 
rent and oppoſite Rules of Faith, refuſe to 
communicate with each other in Worſhip, 
in breaking of Bread and in Prayer, and re- 
nounce each other's Adminiſtrations, there 1s 
doubtleſs a Schiſm, a Breach of Chriſtian U- 
nion, between them. And this Breach is 
much aggravated, if theſe Churches were un- 
der the Tie of a mutual Contract and Aſſocia- 
tion to preſerve Communion with each other 
in theſe Inſtances. In like manner if any 
Members of a Ne Church renounce 
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18 A Perſua five to Conformity, 
its Worſhip and Aſſemblies, refuſe to com- 
municate with it in the Ordinances of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, withdraw all Obedience from 
the Guides and Paſtors of it, and ſet up di- 
ſtinct Aſſemblies in Oppoſition to it, there is 
evidently a Schiſm between the Members of 
that Church; a Breach of that ſpiritual Uni- 
on and Bond of Peace which Chriſtian Reli- 
gion preſcribes. The only Queſtion is, who 
in © theſe Caſes are the Schiſmaticks, or on 
whom the Guilt of ſuch Separation lies. 
Now it is acknowledg'd, that to every par- 
ticular Church and to every fingle Chriſtian 
the Laws of Chriſt are of prior and greater 
Obligation than any other ſocial Laws of out- 
ward Union and Concord. For the funda- 
mental Principle upon which Chriſtians are 
united in theſe Societies is, that they may 
jointly obſerve the Laws of Chriſt. This is 
the primary Condition and Stipulation of their 
Union ; and all the Obedience they owe to 
the Rules, and all the Submiſſion they pro- 
miſe to the Authority of ſuch Society, is un- 
der the Reſerve of this Condition----That it 
conſiſts with Obedience to Chriſt, If there- 
| Tore any Church or Churches ſhall depart 
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from, or corrupt the common Faith, mix 
Idolatry or Superſtition in their Worſhip, and 
require an Approbation and Concurrence in 
theſe Corruptions as Terms of Communion, 
they have broken the original Stipulation; 
and 'tis not only lawful for other Churches, 
but their Duty to ſeparate from them, and 
renounce their Communion. And in this 
Caſe, the Churches which thus corrupt them- 
ſelves, and render it unlawful for others to 
communicate with them, are guilty of the 
Schiſm, and not thoſe which depart from 
them. And for the ſame Reaſons, every ſin- 


gle Member of ſuch a corrupt Church is juſti- 


fy'd in withdrawing himſelf from its Society 
and Communion ; neither will he be guilty 
of Schiſm in ſo doing, but the Church which 
requires thoſe unlawful Terms of Communi- 
on will be guilty of the Schiſm. 


Nay I will acknowledge to you farther, 


that tho' the Termsof Communion with any 
Church be in themſelves lawfal, yet if any 
Perſon is perſuaded in his Mind that they are 
unlawful, he cannot, while ſuch Perſuaſi- 
on continues, comply with them — 
ls for to him who thinks them Sin, t 
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20 A Perſuaſive to Conformity, 
him they are Sin; and he who can do what 
he is perſuaded is a Sin, his Will is equally 
criminal, and he would as certainly have done 
it if it had been really one. But I muſt here 
obſerve to him who acts under ſuch a mi- 
ſtaken Perſuaſion, that his Excuſe before God 
will depend on the Care and Diligence he has 
uſed in informing himſelf. If he has taken 
up this Perſuaſion from Paſſion and Prejudice, 
haſtily and without due Examination, and 
' neglected the proper Means of his Informati- 
on, his Error it ſelf will be one Sin, and his 
Separation in conſequence of it another ; for 
| God will not allow us to Pad one Sin in 
excuſe of another. 

And now, Brethren, let me intreat you 
to apply to your own Caſe what has been 
ſuggeſted. There is manifeſtly between us a 
Breach of that Communion of Saints, that 
Union and ſpiritual Society which the Goſ- 
pel requires among Chriſtians. The Congre- 
gations to which you are join'd, and the Na- 
tional, Dioceſan, and Pariſh Church from 
which you ſeparate, hold no Communion, 
but ſtand in Oppoſition to each other. The 
Teachers whom you have choſen, and to 

EE 
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whoſe Guidance you have committed your 
ſelves, own no Relation to our Society, but re- 
nounce all Subjection to its Rules, Orders, and 
Authority. In the Language of the primi- 
tive Church, here is Altar ſet up againſt Al- 
tar, Worſhip againſt Worſhip, Paſtor againſt 
Paſtor. If ever there was a Schiſm in any 
Age or Part of the Chriſtian Church, here 
is one between us. And if the Apoſtle ſo ſe- 
verely reprov'd the Contentions ariſen in the 
Church of Corinth, while one ſaid I am of 
Paul, another I am of Apollos, another I am 
of Cephas, 1 Cor. i. 12. and declares them to 
be Carnal, 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4. tho' the Perſons, 
by a Preference of whoſe Miniſtry they di- 
{tinguiſh'd themſelves, were in perfect Com- 
munion with each other, and joint Miniſters 
of the ſame Church; how much more car- 
nal muſt be our Contentions, who are liſted 
under Teachers who hold no Communion 
with each other, but profeſs themſelves Mem- 
bers of oppoſite Societies? If he blames Di- 
vans among them, tho' they were ſuch as 
did not riſe to an actual Separation, but not- 
withſtanding them they ſtill came together in 
the Church, 1 Cor, xi, 18, how much more 
4 W blame- 
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blameable are our Divifiens who för ſale tie 
. Aſſembling ourſelves together, Heb. x. 2 f. and 
renounce each other's' Congregations. Here 
is doubtleſs a ſinful Separation between us; 
and on whom the Guilt of it lies, it con- 
cerns us on both Sides to inquire. 

That this Separation has been made by 
your Departure from us, and not by our De- 
parture from you, is a Matter of Fact which 
cannot be denied. For tho* perhaps you may 
(at leaſt ſome of you) plead---That you were 
never Members of our Church, but bred up 
from your Childhood in Congregations oppo- 
ſite to it, yet, if the Separation to which you 
adhere was firſt made by a Departure of your 
Predeceſſors from us; it is evident that you 
continue the Separation upon the ſame Foot 
on which it was firſt made; and if they fin- 
ned in ſeparating themſelves from our Church, 
you muſt alſo be Partakers of their Sin in con- 
tinuing and adhering to that Separation. You 
muſt therefore in this Queſtion be conſider d 
as the Perſons departing ;, and it lies upon 
you, to ſhew that the Reaſons of your De- 
parture are ſuch as will Gs it. f 


—— — ——— — 


* * 
> 


Now, 


Addreſs d to the Diſſenters. 23 
Now, if our Church requires from you, as 
a Condition of Communion, any thing un- 
awful, if you cannot join in our Worſhip and 
Offices, without doing ſomething which the 
Laws of Chriſt have forbidden, then are we 
the Schiſmaticks, and you are juſtify'd in de- 
parting from us. But on the contraty, if our 
Church requires nothing from you, as a Con- 
dition of her Communion, which is unlaw- 
ful, if you may join in our Worſhip and Offi- 
ces, and obſerve all Rules preſcribed to to you 
in your Station, without doing any thing 
which the Laws of Chriſt have forbidden, 
then are we guiltleſs, and the Sin of this Se- 
paration muſt lie upon you. This is the pro- 
per Rule by which we muſt guide our ſelves 
in this Enquiry. When God and Man com- 
mand different Things, there is no Queſtion 
but God is to be obeyed rather than Man, Act. 
iv. 19, But when our lawful and proper Su- 
periors injoin nothing that any Law of God 
has forbidden, then it is evident that we may 
obey Man, without diſobeying God: And 
ſince God has in general commanded us, to 
obey and ſubmit our ſelves, to thoſe who rule 
over Us, and watch for our Souls, Heb. xiii. 
17. 
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17. he who, within the proper Limits of 
their Authority, pays this Submiſſion to them; 
performs a Chriſtian Duty, and in obeying 
Men obeys God. 

It is indeed imply d in my former Con- 
ceſſion, that if any Perſon among you is per- 
ſuaded in his Mind ; that the Terms of Com- 
munion which our Church requires from him, 
are ſinful, he cannot, while that Perſuaſion 
continues, innocently act againſt it: But then 
you muſt remember, how much it concerns 
you carefully to examine the Grounds of this 
Perſuaſion, to apply your ſelves to all reaſon- 
able Means of Inſtruction, and eſpecially to 
thoſe to whom the Miniſtry of the Word is 
committed, whoſe Office was inſtituted for 
this very End, that you ſhould no more be car- 
' ried to and fro with every Mind of Doctrine, by 
the Sleight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, where 
by they lie in wait to deceive, but be edify'd 
in Truth and Love, Eph. iv. 14, 15. In this 
Inquiry you muſt diveſt your ſelves of all Paſ- 
ſions and Prejudice, and hear with equal Atten- 
tion what may be ſaid on each fide of the Que- 
ſtion before you. If, upon the Reſult of ſuch 
Inquiry, your Perſuaſion continues, you will 
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then be excuſed in acting according to it; but 
if without ſuch Examination you fall into Er- 
ror, your Error will be ſinful, and by no 
means excuſe what you ſhall a0 in Conſe- 
quence of it. | 
0 Church „I believe, in the Chriſtian 
World requires fewer Terms of Communion, 
from Perſons in your Station, than the Church 
of England. An explicit Approbation of our 
Rules and Articles, and the greateſt Part of 
our ſocial Conſtitution, is indeed required 
from thoſe who are admitted into the Offices 
of our Miniſtry ; and to all who intend that 
holy Calling among us, the attentive Conſi- 
deration of thoſe things they are required to 
ſubſcribe to is of Concern : but the Scruples 
that may withhold their Subſcription, cannot 
in the leaſt affect you, from whom no ſuch 
Subſcription is demanded. Theſe Subſcripti- 
ons are not Terms of Communion with our 
Church, but only Terms of being admitted 
into its Offices : And if nothing unlawful be 
impoſed on you in your Station, you have 
no Occaſion to look farther, or concern your- 
ſelves with what is required from another in 


his Station, for the Duties of which you are 
D not 
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not accountable. A Communication in our 
= -publick Worſhip and Adminiſtration of Sa- 
| craments is all that is inſiſted on, from Per- 
ſons in your Station, as the ordinary ſtanding 
Terms of Communion with us; and there- 
fore all the Scruples that can withhold you 
from ſuch Communion, muſt relate to theſe 
Offices. What particular Objections are in 
View to each of you, I know not; I pre- 
ſume they are various, according to the dif- 
ferent Prejudices and Apprehenſions of Men: 
But whatever they are, let me intreat you in 
the Bowels of Chrift Jeſus, and as you tender 
your own Salvation, faithfully to examine 
the Grounds of them; to lay aſide all Pre- 
poſſeſſions, to put on a true Chriſtian Meek- 
neſs, not being too wiſe in your own Con- 
ceits, nor leaning too much to your own Un- 
derſtanding, but taking with you all proper Aſ- 
fiſtances, and adviſing with thoſe from whom 
you may reaſonably expect Light and Direc- 
tion.” I, for my Part, ſhall, according to 
mine Office, be ready to afliſt you, and, ac- 
cording to my Abilities, to guide you to Truth 
in this Inquiry. The Things in Conſiderati- 
on are of equal Concern to you and me. And 
a | tho 
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tho' I am verily perſuaded that no unlawful 


Condition of Communion is required by our 


Church, either from you in your Station, or 


from me in mine, yet, if I ſhould be other- 
wiſe convinced, I truſt that, thro' the Grace 
of God ſtrengthening me, no worldly Regards 
ſhould prevail on me to comply with it. 
You will not expect, that in this Addreſs 
I ſhould enter into all the Particulars objected 
to our Church by thoſe who diſſent from us. 
When you reflect on the great Importance of 
being well aſſured in the Principles and Mo- 
tives of your Separation, I hope you will each 
of you give me more private Opportunities of 
debating Particulars with you; but whatever 
Aſſiſtance you make choice of, this I beg leave 
to inculcate to you, that you confine your 
Inquiry to the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs 
of the Thing you ſcruple ; for in this Inquiry 
only is your Conſcience concern'd. If you con- 
feſs the Things which offend you to be in 
their Nature indifferent, that is, neither com- 
manded nor forbidden by God, they cannot 
be a juſt Reaſon in Conſcience of your Depar- 
ture from us. For conſider, I pray you, what 
you mean, when you ſay you cannot in Con- 
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ſcience join with us: Is it not, that by ſo 
3 joining you ſhould offend God ? Nothing can 
\F be a Rule of Conſcience but fome Law of God; 
4 N i then you acknowledge the Things you are re- 


quired to comply with, not to be forbidden 
by God, it is evident that you cannot offend 
God by complying with them; for where 
there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion, 
and conſequently you cannot plead Conſcience, 
as reſtraining your Compliance in theſe Caſes. 
If you ſay, you do not condemn our Wor- 
3 ſhip, or the Ceremonies preſcrib'd in it, as 
unlawful, but you like another way of Wor- 
| ſhip better; you think our Ceremonies im- 
proper, inexpedient, &c. and that theſe are 
ſufficient Reaſons for your Departure from us; 
let me obſerve to you, 
1/7, That theſe are at moſt but Conſidera- 
tions of Prudence, perhaps only of Humour, 
but certainly not of Conſcience. 
2dly, Let me intreat you to conſider, that 
x all Union of Men in publickWorſhip is impoſ- 
ſible, unleſs Things of mere prudential Conti- 
deration are ſubmitted to ſome publick De- 
termination. The Nature of the Thing, and 
an b Wn Precept require that Decency 
and 
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and Order 1 Cor. xiv. 40. ſhould be preſerv'd 
in publick Worſhip ; but without the Obſer- 
vation of ſome common Rules theſe Ends 
cannot be provided for in any Aſſembly: and 
ſince the ſpecial Rules by which theſe Ends 
ſhould be provided for, are not, and perhaps 
could not be, preſcribed in Scripture for all 
Ages, it follows, that the ſpecial Determina- 
tion of them muſt be left a Matter of Pru- 
dence and Diſcretion. Now concerning Mat- 
ters of Prudence and Diſcretion Men ever did, 
and ever will, differ in Opinion. That will 
appear indecent and improper to one Man, 
which to another appears decent and proper. 
What poſlible way then remains for a So- 
ciety of Men to be united in the Obſervati- 
on of any Rules providing for theſe Ends, 
but the Submiſſion of the minor Part to the 
Judgment of the major, or, which in the E- 
vent will prove juſt the ſame Thing, leaving 
the Determination to ſome common Autho- 
rity ? The Force of this Argument may per- 
haps appear more plainly to you, when ap- 
ply'd in ſome proper Inſtances. The times 
of aſſembling, the Order in which Prayers, 
Thankſgivings, Inſtructions, &c, ſhould ſuc- 
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oeed one another, and the outward bodily 
Behaviour of the Perſons aſſembled, both 
Miniſter and People, are Circumſtances which 
Order and Decency require to be under ſome 
Regulation, becauſe tis evident, that in theſe 
Circumſtances, Diſorder, Indecency, and Con- 
fuſion may happen. And I preſume your 
own Meetings are not without ſome regular 
Uſages in theſe Things. How then did you 
come to an Agreement in them? Did you 
all exactly concur in Judgment concerning 
them? This, if it were ſo, muſt be ackngw- 
ledged pure Accident. But ſuppoſe it ſhould 
happen otherwiſe, as it very well may do in 
Matters of mere prudential Conſideration, and 
that ſome few ſhould diſſent from the reſt; 
and diſlike your Rules or Uſages in any of 
theſe Particulars; would you allow this a good 
Reaſon for them to divide themſelves from 
you, and ſet up another Meeting in Oppoſi- 
tion to yours? ] preſume you would not. 
Conſider. then whether you do not the ſame 
Thing with regard to us, if, upon a Diſlike 
to ſome prudential Rules for outward Behavi- 
our in our Worſhip, you ſeparate your ſelves: 
from us. If you leave it to the Diſcretion of 
Oe 
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your Teacher (as moſt probably you do) to 
determine in theſe Things for himſelf and you, 
to obſerve what Order he pleaſes: in Prayers, 
Inſtructions, &. and tꝭ uſe what Geſtures he 
thinks fit in his ſeveral Adminiſtrations if 
you acquieſce in his Choice for himſelf, and 
ſubmit your oπτ¹ Behaviour to his Advice 
or Direction; what more than this is requir- 
ed from you by the Church from which you 
ſeparate? What elſe, but to acquieſce in the 
Miniſter's uſing ſuch Order and Geſtures in 
the ſeveral Parts of Worſh ip as he approves, 
and ſubmitting your oπ]un Behaviour to the 
Direction of your Paſtors? 

The Matter indeed of tlie Prayers we join 
in is a Subject of much higher Conſideration 
than the former. We are firſt and chiefly con- 
cern'd to be ſatisfied that tis lawful. But in the 
preſent Argument I ſuppoſe it acknowledged, 
that our Liturgy contains in it no Matter un- 
lawful. But there are ſome Thin gs in it which 
you diſapprove, which you think might be 
left out, or alter d for the better. I confeſs 
indeed that the Matter of our publick Pray- 
ers to God ought not only to be lawful, but 
alſo decent and proper; but to r muſt 

it 
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it be left to provide for theſe Circumſtances? 

To conſult every ſingle Perſon who is to uſe 
or join in them is impracticable; to adjuſt a 
Liturgy to every one's Fancy, to accommodate 
it to all the various inconſiſtent Objections 
that either are, or hereafter - may be, made 
to any Part of it, is impoſſible : The only prac- 


ticable Expedient is, to truſt the Compoſure 


to ſome Perſons of whoſe Wiſdom, Piety and 
Abilities we may reaſonably preſume; and I 
hope our eccleſiaſtical Superiors will not, even 
on theſe Accounts, be an improper- Choice. 
It is not indeed to be imagin'd, that the Com- 
poſition which, after the moſt deliberate Re- 
viſals, they ſhall agree on, will be free from 
| all Objections; that no one will diſlike any 
Part of it, or fancy could alter it for the bet- 
ter: But I fee no other poſſible Way, by 
which a publick Liturgy can be framed, _ 
received into common Uſe. 

In the Way of Worſhip which'you FOE 
the Propriety of the Matter, and the Decen- 
cy of the Expreſſion in the Prayers you join 
in, are left wholly to the Diſcretion of your 
Miniſter, In whatever Prayers he offers, you 
are bound implicitly to follow him, I would 

not 
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not reflect on the Parts and Abilities of your 
Teachers; much leſs impute to all the offen- 
five Indecencies which ſome may have been 
_ guilty of: But I beg you to conſider, whe- 
ther any one among them for himſelf, or 
whether you, in his Behalf, can with Modeſty 
preſume, that a ſingle Perſon's haſty (and as 
it is pretended) extempore Compoſure can be 

more free from reaſonable Exceptions, than 
A Liturgy which was the Reſult of the moſt 
deliberate Conſultation of ſo many grave, 
learned and pious Men, as were the Com- 
pilers of that received by our Church. Men 
whoſe venerable Names ſtand recorded in our 
Hiſtories, as the chief Authors and Glory of 
our Reformation: and who were all of them 
either Martyrs or Confeſſors for it. Were 
the Prayers uſed in any one of your Meet- 
ings, even within the Compaſs of one Month, 
ſubmitted to Examination, I doubt not, but 
more reaſonable Objections might be made to 
the Matter or Compoſure of them, than the 
peeviſh Scrutiny of ſo many Ages has been 
able to ſuggeſt againſt our Liturgy. But to 
form a true Judgment in this Queſtion, whe- 
ther, the Mer of Workip choſen by thee 
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the Separation be, upon the whole, prefera- 
ble to our Liturgy, as a publick Proviſion for 
a Society, either for Matter or Compoſure, 

the Compariſon ought to be extended much 
farther, and take in all the Performances of 
«this Kind in all your Meetings. 
If your Objection againſt communicating 
with us in this Liturgy be only that it is a 
Form; conſider, that this Objection divides 
you from the foreign Churches of the Re- 
formation as well as from us; who have 
all of them, even Geneva it ſelf, a publick 
Liturgy. And permit me to obſerve, that 
you your ſelves are as much confined to a 
Form in your Prayers as we are, tho' not al- 
ways to the fame Form ; for you are con- 
fined to pray in the Words of your Miniſter and 
no other. This, whatever it may be to him, 
is as much a Form to you, as ours is to us; 
neither does it alter the Caſe, as to you, whe- 
ther he delivers himſelf Extempore, or previ- 
ouſly compoſes his Prayers, or repeats, or 
even reads them out of a Book, But this- 
great Difference there is between our Forms 
and his, that whereas tis in your Power to 
conſider ours before-hand, acquaint yourſelves 
; x with 
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with the Meaning, and be fatisfy'd in the 
Lawfulneſs of every Petition: In his you are 
obliged immediately to join without any pre- 
vious Examination. And tho' nothing un- 
lawful or improper ſhould bedeliver'd by him, 
of which you cannot but confeſs there may 
be ſometimes Danger, yet this at leaſt muſt 
often happen, that, thro' the Obſcurity of the 
Expreſſion, and the quick Succeſſion of one 
Sentence to another; many Things muſt, up- 
on ſo ſhort a Conſideration as is allow'd, re- 
main unintelligible, and ſo you muſt ſay Amen 
to what you do not underſtand. Tt were eaſy 
for me to enlarge on this Argument ; but 
the comparative Expediency or Inexpediency, 
the Advantages or Diſadvantages of ſtated 
Forms, or only general Directories for pub- 
lick Worſhip, muſt, as all other Queſtions of 
prudential Conſideration, be ſubmitted to pub- 
lick Deciſions; becauſe this is the only Way 
by which we can be united upon either 
Scheme. And conſequently, he who refuſes 
to ſubmit to ſuch Deciſion, muſt be guilty 
of Sedition, and oppoſing Authority within 
the proper Limits of Power belonging to it. 
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I preſume you would be glad, that ſuch 
Way of Worſhip, and ſuch Scheme of Church- 
fellowyſhip as you moſt approve, ſhould be ge- 
nerally received and eftabliſh'd. This has 
been the profeſt Deſire of all Perſons of any 
Character among your Teachers from the Be- 
ginning of the Separation. And the unhappy 
Covenant which your Predeceſſors enter'd in- 
to, in its firſt Article, declares this to be 8 
Intention.---To bring the Churches of God in the 
Three Kingdoms to the neareſt Confunction and 
 Uniformity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, 
Form of Church-Government, and Directory for 
Worſhip, and Catechiſing: that they and their 
Poſterity after them might as Brethren live in 
Faith and Love.----In which Profeſſion it is 
very truly ſuppoſed that tis the Duty of all 
Chriſtians to live together as Brethren in Faith 
and Love: And that the moſt effectual Means 
to this End is a Conjunction and U iformity 
in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, c. But 
ſuch a Conjunction and Uniformity is impoſ- 
ſible, either upon your Scheme or ours, with- 
out ſuch a Submiſſion of ſome to the Judg- 
ment of others as we contend for, In all 
Caſes of this Nature the Bounds of private 
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Conſideration muſt be the Lawfulneſs or Un- 
lawfulneſs of what is eſtabliſh'd; _ I cannot 
indeed help judging that to be inexpedient, 
which to me appears to be ſo: And as I ac- 
knowledge for my ſelf, ſo I preſume I may 
for the greater part of my Brethren, that we 
judge our preſent Conſtitution might in many 
Reſpects be alter'd for the better : fome of us 
imagine we ſee Defects in one Part, and ſome 
in another ; But we all know, that in Que- 
ſtions of Expediency it is our bounden Duty, 
and what the Nature of all Society requires, 
that we ſhould ſubmit our ſeveral private Judg- 
ments to the Judgment of publick Authority : 
and that no Uniformity of Men or Churches 
in Confeffion of Faith, Form of Government, 
or Worſhip can be eftabliſh'd, and conſequent- 
ly no brotherly Union in Faith and Love be 
preſerv d, upon any Scheme imaginable, with- 
out admitting theſe Principles, 

| Upon the whole I beſeech you, to conſi- 
der with a ſerious and impartial Attention, 
what has been offer d to you. Remember 
at the ſame time how earneſtly our Bleſſed 
Lord prayed to his Father, that all who ſhould 
believe on him might be one, Joh, xvü. 20, 2 1. 
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How paſſionately his Apoſtle exhorts the Dif- | 
Ciples of the Goſpel, by the Name of our Lord 
FJeſus, that they all ſpeak the ſame Things, that 
| there be no Divifions among them; that they be 
| perfettly join d together inthe ſame Mind, and the 
fame Fudgment, 1 Cor. 1. 10. And in another 
Place there be any Confolation in Chriſt, if 
any Comfort. of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye my 
Foy, be ye like-minded, having the. ſame Love, 
being of one Accord, of one Mind. Let nothing 
be done thro' Strife or V. ain-glory, but in Louli- 
neſs of Mind, let each eſteem other better than 
tbemſelues, Philip. ii. 1, a, 3. And a little af- 
| ter---Do all Things without Murmuring or Dif- 
puting, Philip. ii. 14. The only pofſible Way 
of complying with thefe Intreaties and Com- 
mands has, I am perſuaded, been ſuggeſted 
| to you in the preceding Reflections. the Sum 
1 of which is this: x 
F Where the Lawfulneſs or | Untawhalnefs 
of an Action is in Queſtion, | the Law of 
| God in the Books of Holy Scripture is doubt- 
leſs the Rule and Meaſure of every Chriſtian | 
Duty, ſo far as the Direction of that Law- 
| reaches: And tho”, in inquiring into the Sence 
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of that Law we are bound to uſe all proper 
/ | Methods of Information, and among theſe, 
IIas one of the moſt proper, to conſult and adviſe 
» | with Perſons of whoſe ſuperior Knowledge we 
may reaſonably preſume, and eſpecially thoſe 
* || whoarzoverusinthe Lord, and to defer as much 
F to their Authority, as 'tis fit and reaſonable 


E for us to do in an Inquiry into the Meaning 
of any other ancient Book ; yet, if in the 
Reſult of ſuch Application we cannot be ſa- 
tisfy'd but that the Action required from us 

is forbidden by God's Law, we cannot in 
Compliance with any Authority perform it. 
If we thus pleaſe Men, we cannot alſo be the 
Servants of Chriſt, Gal. i. 10. But where the 
Queſtion is only concerning Expediency ot 
Inexpediency, &c. there the Command of the 
Apoſtle muſt take place----That wwe ſpeak the 

fame Things, be of one accord, join d together in 

_ the ſame Mind, &c. But how muſt this be 
brought to paſs? By all exactly concurring 
in Judgment? No ſurely ; this in prudential 
Conſideration is not to be expected. But 

this is his Direction To lay aſide all Strife 
and Vain. glory, in Lowlineſs of Mind, each e- 

Jens ng other better than themſelves x and, as 
— IR | he 
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he elſe where requires, ſubmitting one to another. 
How then ſhall this be practicable ? by every 
one giving up his Opinion to another? This 
will be but changing Sides, and the Diviſion 
will remain as before. Shall we then allow 
every one to practiſe according to his own 
Judgment ? But where then will be the U- 
nion, the Accord, the perfect joining together, 
the ſpeaking the ſame things which the Apo- 
ſtle preſcribes? Suppoſe, in the Inſtance a- 
bove confider'd, that one Party be for ſtated 
Forms in publick Worſhip, the other againſt 
them; and each be allowed to practiſe ac- 
cording to their different Opinions: muſt not 
this Practice neceſſarily divide them from 
each other in publick Worſhip? When we 
have tried and conſider d all Schemes imagin- 
able of being thus united as the Apoſtle com- 
mands, this only will be found practicable in 
Society, that in all Queſtions of Expediency 
the one Part ſubmit to the Judgment of the 
other ; the lefſer to the greater, or which, 
as I obſerv'd, will be the fame Thing in Re- 
ſult, the whole ſubmit to the Judgment of 
publick Authority : And conſequently this 
the _—_— muſt be underſtood to command. 
e Fox 
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For if ſuch Submiſſion be in the Nature of the 


Thing neceſſary to ſuch Union as he injoins, 
when he injoins the Union, he muſt injoin 


the Submiſſion; and if one be a Duty, the 
other muſt be ſo too. 


Between different Churches indeed different 
Rules and Uſages in Matters of Expediency 


may very well conſiſt with a brotherly Cor- 


reſpondence; tho the greater their Uniformi- 
ty is in theſe Things, the more perfectly will 
Concord and Amity be preſerved between 
them: But between the Members of the ſame 
Church, unleſs Rules of this kind be ſubmit- 
ted by the Inferiors to the Wiſdom of the Su- 
periors, all ſocial Union is impracticable. 
Brethren, I have offer d you my Judgment 
upon your Separation from us, and, I hope, 
not without ſome Reaſons in Support of it. 
It would be Matter of the greateſt Joy to me, 
if but one ſingle Perſon ſhould be hereby re- 
call'd to Unity of Chriſt's Flock; but whether 
you will hear, or whether you will forbear, Ezek. 


ii. 5. I ſhall reflect with Satisfaction, that I have 


diſcharged my Conſcience towards you. And! 
truſt, that, when I ſhall appear before the great 
Shepherd, no Article will lie againſt me on 

1 your 
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your account. In the mean time I ſhall not 
ceaſe to pray for you „that God would en- 
lighten your Minds, take from you all Igno- 
rance, Prejudice, and Hardneſs of Heart, and 
diſpoſe you, with a true Chriſtian Humility, 
to mind tbe things which belong to yur ä 


A Grace of our Lord eſus Chriſt, and the 
Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the H oly 
Ghg 5, be _— pu all, Amen, 
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